World religions
Independent study

Project
The world religions course offers an in depth look at the major religions of the world.  These religions, since their inception, have constantly been changing.  These changes have morphed the religions into the faiths that we see around us today.  For thousands of years these changes were not well known to anyone except those directly associated with the religion.  One of the benefits of living in a technology age is the ease with which we can acquire global knowledge.  

This assignment will be based on acquiring, summarizing, explaining, and opining on newspaper articles that you will obtain over the next few months.
Article requirements

You will need 20 articles.  You may have up to 3 articles, but at least 2, for each of the following religions:  Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Buddhism, and Native Spirituality.  The remaining articles must deal with other world religions.  The remaining articles must deal with at least 3 other world religions.  The articles MUST be no older than the first day of our class (ie. you cannot have an article from 2 years ago).  Articles must show the date they were published.
EVALUATION

Title Page (my name, your name, course, date, title) =

5
Each valid article is worth 2 marks X 20 = 



40

Each summary is worth 5 marks X 20 =



100
Each explanation and summary is worth 10 marks X 20=          
200

Grammar and Spelling
=





55

TOTAL=







400 marks

Suggested Sources: Welland Tribune, Toronto Star, Toronto Sun, Hamilton Spectator, Yahoo News, msnbc.com, cnn.com

EXEMPLAR
SUMMARY
This article describes the actions of a Protestant Pastor from Gainesville, Florida who is lashing out at the Islamic faith.  Pastor Terry Jones plans on burning 1000s of copies of the Koran, the sacred scriptures of Islam.  He feels that by doing this he will be sending a message to fundamental Muslims who are trying to exert their influence over the USA through violence and terrorism.  He goes on to say, “We want them to know that if they’re in America, they need to obey our law and constitution and slowly push their agenda on us.”  Pastor Jones has scheduled the burning for 
Sept 11, the anniversary of the deadliest terror attacks in the US.
US government, military, and religious leaders from the US and around the world have condemned the act.  Defense Secretary Robert Gates has said that this act could endanger American lives both military and civilian at home and abroad.  Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has also publicly spoke out against the event.  Canadian Defense Minister Peter MacKay was quoted as saying, “This initiative is insulting to Muslims and Canadians of all faiths who understand that freedom of thought and freedom of religion are fundamental to our way of living.”
Pastor Jones is determined to carry out the burning despite the opposition to the event, as well as a number of death threats.  Pastor Jones has resorted to carrying a pistol to protect himself.
OPINION/EXPLANATION
Pastor Jones is clearly upset about acts of terrorism committed by Muslims on Americans.  Unfortunately he doesn’t seem to understand that these acts of terror are committed by a very small percentage of Muslims (less than 1%) and are condemned by the rest of the Islamic world.  Despite what government and religious leaders are saying, he plans to carry out the burning.  He also doesn’t seem to care that his actions will put the lives of other Americans in danger by provoking radicals into action.

One of the most basic concepts of all religions is forgiveness.  It is disheartening that someone who is suppose to be a religious leader and lead by example is sending such a bad message to his congregation.  Violence and prejudice are vicious cycles.  If someone is not wise enough and/or mature enough to be the first to offer peace it will never end.
